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CONTINUED ARROW-ALT-CIRCLE-RIGHT

Hold a seed in your hand and mar-
vel at the miracle of life in miniature. 
Packed into the tiny package is all 
the potential, not only for expansive 
growth, but also for generations of 
reproduction. Take a grain of yeast 
and think of how microbes can grad-
ually transform their environment. 
Mix it with flour and water, and ini-
tially, there is no evidence of its pres-
ence. But inevitably, the yeast will 
awaken and gradually raise the bread 
for baking. These are the images 
that Jesus gives us for the exponen-
tial growth of the Kingdom of God. 

Just a seed — the small beginnings 
that become a tree spreading out its 
branches to provide sustenance and 
refuge for the animals of the forest. 
Yeast — its influence initially hid-
den, eventually transforming all the 
dough into bread that is good to eat. 

In 2016, our friend Songkran 
got a vision to move to the Nam 
Yuen district and begin sharing the 
gospel. With the vision for multi-
plication he received through the 
leadership coaching with the Life 
Enrichment Church, he believed 
his witness would not just bring 
one person to faith, or start one 
church, but catalyze a multiplication 
of house-churches. Audacious for a 
twenty-something, self-supported 
lay leader with a sixth-grade educa-

tion? Not when you know the viral 
potential of Jesus’s Kingdom. 

On one particular afternoon, ear-
ly in 2017, Songkran sat on a street 
corner on a bamboo platform and 
shared the gospel with a grand-
mother named Mae Sai. She became 
the first person to come to faith 
through Songkran’s ministry in Nam 
Yuen. Mae Sai was a true native, re-
lated to half the town and friends 
with everyone. While beset by strug-
gles: illiteracy, diabetes, rheumatoid 
arthritis, and poverty due to an al-
coholic husband, she offered what 
she had. She opened her home for 
worship, and herself to be family for 
Songkran and his wife, Lot. During 
the day, when she wasn’t cooking, 
she would sit outside, visiting with a 
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P. Tha’s neighbor Tow (seated) being baptized. 
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The Life Enrichment Church is a network of house 
churches in the Isaan region of Thailand. It was 
initiated by EMM workers in 1995 and continues 
to share the good news throughout the region.
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stream of neighbors and listening to 
the Bible on audio. 

In 2019, her daughter P. Tha and 
her son-in-law and grandson were 
baptized. P. Tha’s conversion was 
dramatic with dreams, miracles, and 
deliverance, but also a bumpy pro-
cess. In 2021, there was such a sharp 
conflict with P. Tha, in which she 
left the church and forbade Mae Sai 
from fellowshipping. This went on 
so long that we all thought we’d seen 
the end of the story. Imagine our joy 
and surprise when, in 2022, again, 
dramatic dreams, miracles, and de-
liverance restored P. Tha to faith 
and fellowship. Over the next three 
years, P. Tha matured and shared her 
story with all their friends and fam-
ily. Mae Sai and P. Tha intentionally 
shepherded people in three house-
holds over the next few years. Mae 
Pin found freedom from alcohol ad-
diction and a new family in Christ, 
and then brought her sister to faith. 
Mae Bua and her son Tow became 
faithful members. From 2022 to 
2024, P. Tha prayed and reached 
out to her neighbors who were ex-
periencing demonic oppression. 
In 2024, that family also professed 
faith. Now P. Wa and her daughters, 
Luck and Man, are hosting church 
in their home and actively sharing 
the gospel with their neighbors. 

What is interesting to note is that 
Songkran, as the leader of this grow-
ing church, was not coordinating 
these evangelistic efforts everywhere. 
What made this growth possible 
was the nurture of disciples who 
were ready and able to make disci-
ples themselves. It is no coincidence 
that Jesus uses examples from nature 
to point us to principles of organic 
growth. In the natural world, one 
of the key signs of life is that it can 
reproduce. Jesus intended the King-
dom of God to grow and spread in 
the same way — generations of ex-
ponential growth by multiplication 
through reproduction.

In 2023, Songkran’s family moved 

away to a different part of the district 
and began to worship there, sharing 
with a new sphere of neighbors. This 
forced Mae Sai’s household to wor-
ship independently. Meanwhile, long 
distances and tight budgets forced 
two other households and their ac-
companying neighbors to stop driv-
ing into Mae Sai’s home on a Sunday 
morning and start to lead their own 
house churches in their own villages. 
So, suddenly, our one house church 
became four. It has always been the 
vision for house churches to multi-
ply, with the goal to develop leaders 
and keep church affordable and easy 
to reach — but for isolated believers, 
the draw to gather in larger groups 
for fellowship and encouragement 
is so strong. The tension is real: too 
lonely and you die, too clustered and 
you don’t multiply!

These two forces — that of gath-
ering and scattering — were ten-
sions that Jesus’s first disciples felt 
as well. We see it played out in the 
book of Acts. Thousands of dis-
ciples gathered for sweet times of 
fellowship upon receiving the Holy 
Spirit, but after persecution came to 
the new church in Jerusalem, they 
were dispersed throughout the Ro-
man Empire, and naturally, churches 
formed around them. Scattered in 
hostile pagan societies, the sense of 
belonging and connection with the 
broader church remained vital for 
the early church to survive. Through 
the rhythm of gathering and scat-
tering, the Jesus movement spread 
throughout the world.

During this time in Nam Yuen dis-
trict, however, we also experienced 
two completely failed house church 
plants, and many people who, after 
dramatic and beautiful encounters 
with Jesus, baptism, and tons of dis-
cipleship, succumbed to discourage-
ment and left the faith. I estimate 
that this was the case for at least 
three-quarters of the people we bap-
tized. We suffered a network-wide 
conflict that turned into a church 
split, both of Songkran’s parents 

died, Songkran and Lot experienced 
years of sickness and spiritual attack, 
and two times we tried to multiply 
from one house-church into two, 
and failed. All of that was in addition 
to COVID, our own challenges, and 
the normal challenges of a context 
of poverty. Songkran regularly con-
fessed that he wanted to give up, and 
at times, my husband, Steve, and I 
felt the same. 

In organic gardening, you beat the 
bugs not by removing every threat, 
but by feeding the plants so that they 
grow and bear fruit faster than the 
losses. In Jesus’ movement, I notice 
that the same principle applies. The 
growth of the church has to outpace 
attrition in two ways: firstly, by be-
ing grounded in the nourishment 
that God provides. It is the soil that 
makes a garden. God’s word, God’s 
wisdom, and God’s Spirit are all 
there for us. Jesus calls this “abiding 
in the vine.” Secondly, as we abide 
in the vine, Jesus encourages us to 
sow seed prolifically. The sower is 
out there throwing seed, knowing 
that only some of it will fall on good 
soil. This is also the case in evange-
lism and discipleship in our region. 
Attrition is high, so sowing must be 
generous! 

And that’s the beauty of it. The 
seed — that miracle of life contained 
in a kernel, in a word of truth, in a 
healing embrace — contains the en-
ergy of the Holy Spirit. Our invisi-
ble prayers — like yeast — breathe 
out the life of Jesus into contexts 
of oppression — are like microbes 
that begin to transform their envi-
ronment. Here and there a seed will 
sprout and grow into a tree laden 
with fruit and more seeds. Just wait 
for it, the yeast will come alive and 
spread.

 Bethany Tobin and her family 
serve jointly with EMM and 
VMMissions in Thailand. 
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1 | Pray that Binsa* would continue to build 
meaningful connections with the Buddhist and 
Hindu communities. Ask for God’s wisdom, 
protection, and boldness as she shares His 
love and truth across cultural and spiritual 
boundaries.

2 | Pray for each immigrant who comes to 
Neighbors Community Center at Hub450 to 
experience the welcoming presence of God.

3 | Please pray for the Afghan community in 
the United States as they resettle and adjust to 
a new life. May they find safety, support, and a 
sense of belonging in their new environment.

4 | Please pray for the Bhutanese-Nepali 
community in the United States. Ask for their 
needs to be met as they adapt to a new culture 
and environment. 

5 | Please pray for the Congolese people living 
in the United States who might face cultural 
and language barriers. Pray for their emotional 
healing from past traumas and for their needs 
to be met, including access to education and 
employment opportunities.

 
CENTRAL ASIA

6 | Pray that the believers in Central Asia would 
be strong in their faith and to have opportunities 
to testify about the goodness of God to their 
neighbors.

7 | Pray that local believers in Kyrgyzstan would 
be discipled and mobilized to reach more of their 
own people.

8 | Please pray for Elizabeth* as she serves 
in Central Asia. Ask God to use her as a light 
to many people and that His truth would shine 
through her life.

9 | Pray for more workers to join EMM and serve 
both short term and long term in Central Asia.

10 | Pray for the 17.5 million Kazakh people 
around the world (nearly 14 million of them live 
in Kazakhstan). It is estimated only 0.15% follow 
Jesus, with few or no believers in many places.

11 | Ask God to draw Central Asians to Himself 
and provide them with healing and hope.

 

SOUTHEAST ASIA

12 | Pray for Kandace Glenn as she continues 
language learning and deepens friendships in 
Cambodia. Ask God to give her discernment and 
compassion as she walks alongside students 
seeking purpose and relationship with Jesus.

13 | Lift up Steve and Bethany Horst, and their 
children, as they disciple the next generation in 
Thailand. Pray for their family’s unity and health, 
and for fruitful ministry through Life Enrichment 
Church.

14 | Pray that Will and Nina* would shine 
God’s light wherever they go. May their family 
be strengthened in love, their hearts refreshed 
daily, and their ministry be filled with grace and 
growth.

15 | Pray that Khmer believers in Cambodia 
would be established in the faith and share the 
good news with their family and friends.

16 | As the Christian community in the Laotian 
province of Khammouan faces persecution, 
pray for their safety and strength, and that the 
message of Christ may reach the Bo people in a 
transformative way.

 
CENTRAL EUROPE

17 | Pray for Phil and Linda Gottschalk as they 
teach in the Netherlands and Romania this 
year. Ask God for continued healing after recent 
surgeries, strength for their teaching roles, and 
grace as they support the R10 Ukrainian church.

18 | Ask God to bless Darrel and Miriam* as 
they pastor an international church in Germany. 
Pray for wisdom in leadership, unity among 
diverse cultures, and open doors to reach 
immigrants with love.

19 | Pray for healing from the wounds and 
spiritual strongholds between Czechs and 
Germans that have resulted from past political 
conflicts, so there can be reconciliation between 
them. 

20 | Pray for the Algerians living in the Czech 
Republic, many of whom are Sunni Muslims. Pray 
for them to be impacted by the transforming 
work of Christ. 

21 | Pray for a small population of Adyghe 
people living in Germany, where they find 
connections with other Muslims. May Christ’s 
love transform their lives.  

WEST AFRICA

22 | Ask the Lord to send Holy Spirit-annointed 
workers among the Mandinka people.

23 | Pray for the Bainouk people living in The 
Gambia. Many profess faith in Islam, and also 
have cultural shrines in some communities. Pray 
that the light of Christ would clearly be revealed 
to them. 

24 | Pray for the Badyara people in Guinea-
Bissau, who live in small village communities. 
Pray that God would transform these small 
communities in redemptive ways. 

25 | Pray for the Bassa people in Sierra Leone. 
Many adhere to ethnic religions. Pray that they 
would be led to Christ. 

26 | Lift up the Kuranko in Sierra Leone. Many 
are farmers, with rice as a primary crop. Without 
adequate road systems, they can be socially 
isolated. Pray for God’s provision. 

 
OTHER PARTS OF THE WORLD

27 | Pray for Michael and Laura* as they 
serve faithfully in the Middle East. May they be 
strengthened in a challenging region.

28 | Pray for Tim and Julie Groff as they partner 
with Garifuna churches in Belize. Ask God to 
deepen relationships, raise up strong leaders, 
and guide the youth movement with vision and 
spiritual fire.

29 | Lift up William Higgins as he mentors and 
trains leaders around the world. Pray for clarity 
as he teaches, meaningful connection with 
partners, and spiritual strength for the journey 
ahead.

30 | Ask for God’s covering over Daryl and Jen 
Hoover as they lead and serve at VidaNet in 
Costa Rica. Pray for energy, wisdom, and peace 
in all their roles — from discipleship training to 
hospitality to counseling young mothers.

31 | Pray for Austin and Griselda Zuercher at 
the Honduras VidaNet base. Ask God to bless 
their leadership and nurture the mission efforts. 
Pray especially for the El Nido ministry to young 
mothers.

JULY DAILY PRAYER

Some prayer requests adapted from joshuaproject.net.

*Names changed for sensitivity reasons.

Miriam Miller Housman, 96, of Lititz, Pa., went home to be with the Lord on May 6. Miriam, and her husband, 
Harold, served with EMM in Tanzania and Ethiopia from 1957 to 1974. They also served with EMM in Nigeria from 
1994 to 1996.

CELEBRATING  
A LEGACY
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When you support EMM’s Impact Fund, you enable us to  
recruit, equip, and send EMM workers around world.

$1,862,923
2025 IMPACT FUND GOAL

EMM.ORG/GIVE

$565,574 RECEIVED  
AS OF JUNE 11

CURRENT COURSES
•	 A THIRD OF US
•	 BECOMING 5IVE
•	 HERO MAKER
•	 PRAYING WITH THE LORD’S PRAYER

•	 WHAT IS APEST?
•	 YOU TOO CAN LEARN A LANGUAGE
•	 ZUMÉ ENTRENAMIENTO/TRAINING
•	 MORE COURSES COMING SOON!

RADIXTRAINING.ORG


